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THIS excellent bacteriological atlas has set a new standard for the visual appreciation of the
cultural and microscopic appearances of pathogenic bacteria. The authors have taken advant-
age of developments in colour photography to overcome the inadequacy of the black and
white photographs in most text books on bacteriology. There are numerous high fidelity colour
photographs of bacteria on culture plates and high magnification stained films and sections,
as well as black and white line drawings and diagrams.
The book is divided into three sections-General Introduction, Systematic Bacteriology
and Diagnostic Methods. The text accompanying the chapters in each section is succinct,
lucid and eminently readable; the print is large and well space.
A few practical aids to diagnostic bacteriology which have been omitted are-surfaoe
description of colonies, Brewer's thioglycollate medium for anaerobes, Wilson and Blair's
bismuth sulphite medium for typhoid and paratyphoid bacilli and Maxted's bacitracin disc
test for Group A streptococci.
This book is strongly commended for medical students, trainee bacteriologists and labor-
atory technicians, and merits a place in every medical library and bacteriological laboratory.
V. D. A.
BACTERIOLOGY. By C. G. A. Thomas, M.A., B.M., B.Ch. (Oxon.), M.R.C.P.
(Lond.). (Pp. 312 17s 6d.). London: Bailliere, Tindall & Cox, 1964.
"MIcRoBIoLoGY" would have been a better title for this textbook, as it covers the fields not
only of bacteriology, immunity and chemotherapy, but also of fungi, rickettsiae, viruses and
protozoa. The book is divided into twenty-four chapters and includes sections on sterilization
and disinfection, control of hospital infection, chemtherapy and the taking and examination of
clinical specimens.
The book is a much enlarged and up-to-date edition of the corresponding title in the
Students Aid Series and is based on lectures given to medical students in two London
teaching hospitals and the University of Rochester, N.Y. As a refresher course for medical
students it fulfils its purpose, but it cannot replace the standard textbooks on the subject.
V. D. A.
DERMATOLOGY: CURRENT CONCEPT AND PRACTICE. By Patrick
Hall-Smith, M.D., F.R.C.P.E., M.R.C.P., and Robert J. Cairns, M.B.,
M.R.C.P. (Pp. 256, figs. 73, 63s.). London: Staples Press, 1964.
ThIs addition to the dermatological literature is warmly welcomed. Well produced, it
provides a surprisingly wide cover of this subject in a concise yet easily readable form.
Whilst somewhat lacking in photographs, it compensates by including many excellent
explanatory drawings and tables. Modem views are expressed and the pleasing tendency
to link dermatology with general medicine is enhanced. It can be recommended to a wide
public. It is suitable for medical students when used in conjunction with practical demon-
strations, and is a complete reference book for those in general practice, and the final
chapter on therapeutics with a quantitative guide to prescribing is highly practicable. This
book will also be interesting to those studying for higher examinations and to general
physicians interested in the external features of disease processes; the chapters on cutaneous
vasculitis, cutaneous manifestations of internal disease, reticuloses and vasospastic conditions
are especially applicable. The only criticism, and perhaps a personal one, is the frequent
advocacy of systemic steroids for comparatively minor ailments. One hopes that further
editions will follow so that a concise, comprehensive text-book on dermatology is always
available. J.J.
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